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DATES FOR THE DIARY:  

www.telcocitizens.org.uk      Newsletter Summer 2009  

TELCOôs Members: 
Barking Abbey School  

BC Project  

Bow School of Maths & Computing  
Catholic Parish of the Royal Docks  

Catholic Association for Racial Justice  

Central Foundation Girlsô School 

Brentwood Diocese Commission for Justice  
East London Mosque  

Eastside Young Leaders Academy  
Faizan e Islam  

George Green School  
Hackney Free School  

Holy Family College  
Landmark Training  

LifeSpring  
Little Ilford School  

London Buddhist Centre  
LSE Studentsô Union 

Sir George Monoux College  
New Southern Generation  

New Testament Church of God  
Norlington School  

Our Ladyôs, Bethnal Green 
Parish of the Divine Compassion  

PCS East London  
Praxis  

Queen Mary Geography Dept  
Real Impact  

Salvation Army, Whitechapel & Stratford  
Stepney Green School  

Shpresa Programme  
SOAS Students Union  

St Anneôs Brazilian Chaplaincy 

St Antonyôs, Forest Gate 
St Antonyôs RC Primary 

St Bonaventureôs & St Angelaôs 
St Casimir Lithuanian Chaplaincy  

St Catherineôs, Bow 
St Francis of Assisi, Stratford  

St Georgeôs, Walthamstow 
St Ignatius R.C church  

St Margaretôs, Canning Town 
St Maryôs, Cable Street 

St Paulôs, Shadwell 
St Thomas More, Hackney  

St Thomas of Canterbury  
Stratford & Canning Town Methodists  

Trinity Chapel  
Trinity School, Redbridge  

UNISON Barts and the London  
UNISON Tower Hamlets Local Govt  

Unite Justice for Cleaners  
Woodgrange Baptist Church  

Zimbabwean Catholic Community  
 

Matthew Bolton  
07861380058  

Emmanuel Gotora  

07956998909  

Ruhana Ali  
07595840611  

Jessica Jones  

07899663123  
Carina Crawford - Rolt  

07867625302  

Ben Hammond  
07723378044  

 

112 Cavell St, London E1 2JA  

Telephone: 020 7375 1658  
www.londoncitizens.org.uk  

 

Friday 28th  
August  

7.30pm  

CitySafe Youth Talent 
Showcase  

Stratford Circus  
Theatre Square  

Stratford E15 1BX  

Through the 
month of  

September.  

Group meetings in each 
community on the im-

pact of the recession.  

In your member 
community!  

Saturday 26th 
September  

12pm -2.30pm  

Strategic discussion on 
CITIZENS Economic 

Agenda.  

St Margaretôs, 79 
Barking Road, 

Canning Town  

E16 4HB  

Wednesday 7th 
October  

7.30pm -9.15pm  

Delegates Assembly  
5 - 10 delegates from 

each community.  

Stratford Town 
Hall; 29 Broadway 

Stratford E15 4BQ  

Mon 12th to Fri 
16th October 

2009  

Residential.  

Citizens Organising 
Foundation  

 National Training  

Kairos Conference 
Centre  

Roehampton.  

  

Wednesday 
25th November  

7pm -9m  

London Citizens Gov-
ernance Assembly  

The Barbican,  
Silk Street EC2Y 

8DS.  

Tuesday 8th  
December  

7pm -9pm  

 

London Citizens  
Annual General Meeting  

St Martins in the 
Field  

Trafalgar Square  

TELCO is a broad - based organisation which targets issues of com-
mon concern to its members. Our members come from the great faith 
and civic institutions - Churches, Mosques, schools, trade unions, univer-
sity departments, student unions and charities. TELCO Members care 
about their future, their neighboursô future, and the public business which 

affects them. They build relations with borough councils, central govern-
ment and business in order to have a say on the issues that affect their 
daily lives. Along with West and South London Citizens, we form London 
Citizens, the largest independent alliance of communities in the country!  

FREE Community Leadership Training  
All members of London Citizens are eligible for free Community 

Leadership training. The next 2 -Day is on 30th and 31st October 
and next 5 -Day National Training is on 12th -16th October. Contact 

your Borough Organiser for details.  
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Lend to empower not enslave!  
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NEWSLETTER  

ñItôs not business as usual for our communities, so it 
canôt be business as usual for the banksò said Rev An-
gus Ritchie of St Marys Cable Street. That was the mes-

sage of the 100 plus members of London Citizens who gath-
ered  outside the Royal Bank of Scotland HQ this week. The 
action called for a debate on unfair lending and drew on the 
common teachings of Islam, Christianity and Judaism all of 
which advise against usuryðcharging excessive interest.  
The action grew out of over 1000 individual meetings that 
took place through June where we found London Citizens 
families struggling to pay the interest on their debtsð
sometimes set as high as 70%! 

A delegation of London Citizens leaders in-
cluding Fr Tom OôBrien of Our Ladyôs, Dr 
Bari of the East London Mosque, Rev Ritchie 
from St Maryôs and Rabbi Asmoucha from 
Bevis Marks entered RBS to negotiate a 
meeting with the Chairman. In front of the 
television cameras (Newsnight, BBC, Chan-
nel S) the Bank refused to agree to a meet-
ingð even when we the taxpayer own 60% 
of the bank following the bail-out! Following 
the big splash in the media, RBS were quick 
to call TELCO to offer us an August meeting! 

20,000 call for Strangers into Citizens  
Record numbers gathered in 
Trafalgar Square on May 4th 
to call for a pathway to citi-
zenship for long -term un-
documented migrants. It was 

a day of hope for all those ir-
regular migrants who are des-
perately searching for a way 
out of the shadows. A month 
after the march and rally, a re-
port from the London School of 
Economics and commissioned 
by Mayor of London Boris 
Johnson definitively countered 
the argument that regularisa-
tion would cost the taxpayer 
money, showing instead that 
the result would be a net gain 
of £3 billion to the UK econ-
omy. The campaign continues. 


