www.telcocitizens.org.uk Newsletter Summer 2008

TELCO is a broad -based organisation which targets issues of common
concern to its members. Our members come from the great faith and civic insti-
tutions - Churches, Mosques, schools, trade unions, university departments, stu-
dent unions and charities. TELCO Members care about their future, their
neighboursoé future, and the public

tions with borough councils, central government and business in order to have a
say on the issues that affect their daily lives. Along with West and South London
Citizens, we form London Citizens, the largest independent alliance of communi-

business

ties in the country!

©CHRISJEPSON-CO
—— o—

DATES FOR THE DIARY:

® TELCO

jC¥TeZENS

23" September
7.30 T 9.15pm

Hackney & Tower Hamlets
Borough Caucus
Including Iftah celebration.

London Muslim
Centre, 46
Whitechapel Rd,
E1l 1JX (tbc)

24" September
7.30 T 9.15pm

Newham & Barking and
Dagenham Borough Caucus

St Francis
Grove Crescent
Rd, Stratford
E15 INS

25" September
7.30 T 9.15pm

Waltham Forest and Red-
bridge Borough Caucus

Monoux College
Chingford Road
E17 5AA

Wednesday 15
October
7.30pm -
9.15pm

TELCO is 12 Delegates
Assembly

Stratford Old
Town Hall
Stratford E15

November
7.15pm -9.15pm

Assembly

Fri 24th & Sat London Citizens 2 -Day Contact
25th October Community Leadership Matthew or
All Day Training Emmanuel for
details.
Wednesday 12 TELCO 12th Anniversary York Hall

Old Ford Road
Bethnal Green

TELCOO6s Member

Aston Mansfield, Newham
Biafran Community
wh i Bryant S4 Methagligist s
Catholic Parish of the Royal Docks
Catholic Action for Racial Justice
Central

t hem.

Foundati on
Crisis
East London Mosque
Eastside Young Leaders Academy
Guardian Angels, Mile End
Hackney Free School
Holy Family College
lan Mikardo School
Landmark Training
LifeSpring
London Buddhist Centre

LSE Students6 Unior
Monoux College
New Testament Church of God
Norlington School
Our Ladyodés, Bethnal
Parish of the Divine Compassion
Queen Mary Geography Dept
Queen Mary UCU
Salvation Army, Whitechapel & Stratford
Stepney Green School
St Anneds Brazilian C
St Antonyds, Forest
St Antonyds RC Pri m
St Bonaventureds & St

St Casimir Lithuanian Chaplaincy
St Catherineds,
St Francis of Assisi, Stratford
St Georgeds,
St Ignatius R.C church
St Margaretds,
St Maryodés, Cable St
St Paul 6s, Shadwel
St Thomas More, Hackney
St Thomas of Canterbury
TGWU Cleaners Canary Wharf
TGWU Cleaners City
TGWU Tube
Trinity School, Redbridge
UNISON Barts and the London
UNISON Homerton Hospital
UNISON Tower Hamlets Local Govt
Zimbabwean Catholic Community

Can you think of other commu-
nity organisations that might
like to join TELCO? Call Mat-
thew or Emmanuel and they
will be pleased to come and
speak with them.

Matthew Bolton
matthew.bolton@londoncitizens.org.uk
Mobile: 07861380058

Emmanuel Gotora
emmanuel.gotora@londoncitizens.
org.uk

Mobile: 07956998909

TELCO
112 Cavell St, London E1 2JA
Telephone: 020 7375 1658
www.telcocitizens.org.uk
www.strangersintocitizens.org.uk
www.livingwage.org.uk
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Keeping the promise he had
made to London Citizens at the
Mayoral Assembly, London
Mayor Boris Johnson announced
the new Living Wage figure of
£7.45 at a press conference on
July 28th.

The morning of the announcement
saw TELCO take action on the Hyatt
hot el chain, one
prestigious and expensive hotel
groups who nonetheless continue to
pay many of their staff poverty
wages. The action was timed to co-
incide with rush hour on Liverpool
Street and to
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conference, and marked the launch
of the Living Wage campaign in the
hotel and hospitality industry.
Whilst the demonstration was tak-
ing place outside, a delegation from
TELCO went into the Hyatt to re-
guest a meeting with the manager
who had failed to respond to letters
which had been posted in preceding
o fweeks.oThel boteld reactad ansimtedi-
ately, allowing a meeting to go
ahead on the spot and a further
meeting with more senior manage-
ment arranged for September.
The action was the latest in
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-~ New Living Wage of £7.45

engagement wi t h Lon
nesses, calling on them to pay their

workers a Living Wage. The cam-

paign began in 2001, and is esti-

mated to have put an extra £20
million in the pock:
lowest paid workers. At a recent
meeting with Olympics boss David
Higgins we heard that 96.5% of
workers on site are getting a Living

Wage or more. With the recent em-
ployment of a new Higher Education
Organiser and Hotels Organiser, the
campaign will continue to gain pace
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Independent Asylum Commission: VOUCHER EXCHANGE SCHEME

The Independent Asylum Com-
mission, which grew out of
South London Citizens, is draw-

ing to a close and TELCO has
been quick to start acting on its
recommendations.

In conjunction with TELCO member
Praxis, a centre for displaced peo-
ples in Bethnal Green, we have be-
gun a supermarket voucher ex-
change scheme. 9,000 people in
this country 1live

port from the Home Office, receiv-
ing £35 in vouchers a week. That
support comes in voucher and not
cash form also rules out access to
public transport, medicines, or any-
thing not available at the major su-
permarkets.
TELCO believes that people deserve
to choose where they shop and
what they buy, and that forcing
families to walk a six -mile round
o fri to theSskop where their4aucher u p -

is valid is inhumane and unneces-
sary, and with Praxis we have been
swapping these vouchers for money
and calling on our members to buy
the vouchers from us to do their
own shopping. Vouchers are avail-
able in any multiple of £5 for Sains-
buryobs, Tesco, Asda
and we invite anyone interested in
taking part to contact Bethan Lant
at Praxis on 0207 729 0134.



