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Anniversary Assembly Feedback... 
ñWhat an uplifting group West London Citizens is. I cannot recall 
any other time that the audience has so appreciated us being 
there and generated such goodwill in our direction. We will not let 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻǿƴΦέ Martyn Freeman, CEO of Westway Development Trust, Living 

Wage Award winner 
 

ά! ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ - splendid evening, uplifting, challenging, 
fantastic diversity & energy. I was proud to be present and part of 
ƛǘΗέ   Rev. Joe Hawes, All Saints Fulham 
 

ά/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ L 
was very encouraged that there were so many faith communities 
among your membership. It really does seem to be making an im-
ǇŀŎǘΦέ Bishop John Arnold, Diocese of Westminster 
 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ 
of the night. That's the only way to do something even better next 
ǘƛƳŜέ Mondira Sinha-Ray, Milton Keynes Citizens launch group 
 

ά¢ƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ 

ƻŦ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳΣ ōƻǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊέ  

Chris Wilkie, St Peter and St Paul, Northfields. 

Matea Marcinko (St Francis of Assisi). Matea co-chaired the assembly with 
Tendai Sibanda (St Charles VI Form College); Dr Abdulkarim Khalil (Muslim 
Cultural Heritage Centre) & Valerie Voak (Servite Parish) 

Do we have the power to make these two, and the 
leaders of other parties, listen to our communities? 
9th April will be the test. 

The Autumn Assembly  launched our ambi-
ǘƛƻǳǎ [ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ 
Mayoral Elections. The aim is to give every-
one connected to the diverse member or-
ganisations of London Citizens an opportu-
ƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŀȅ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
change London for the better.  
 

Members of WLC are working out a range 
of methods and dates for the listening 
campaign within their schools, congrega-
tions, and union branches. Members are 
also reaching out to include neighbours 
and other local organisations. A fantastic 
short film has been made specially. Call for 
a copy on 0207 043 9877 or check the web. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
London Citizens will present proposals for a 
better London to the key candidates on 9th 
April 2008 at Methodist Central Hall. 

Sisters Nada and Hana Montague from Al Muntada 
Trust at the West London Citizens Assembly. 

 COMe ALONG! 
 

 London Citizens  

AGM 
Thursdy 6th Dec (7.00-9pm) 

Clement House, London School of  
Economics, Houghton St, WC2A 

Over four hundred people came together 
to celebrate the second anniversary of 
West London Citizens and to pledge their 
commitment to another year of action.  
 

A number of guests were welcomed on the 
evening. Bishop John Arnold gave a short 
reflection at the start of the assembly. We 
also welcomed Sam Younger, Chair of the 
Electoral Commission who recognised our 
work in preparing for active democratic 
engagement in the 2008 Mayoral Elections.  
 

A number of new organisations were wel-
comed for the first time as members, pay-
ing their dues and adding to the growing 
strength of our efforts. 

 

One significant bit of news on the night 
ǿŀǎ ²ŜǎǘŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ 
contracts at the White City centre will have 
Living Wage standards built in. We have 
yet to hear details of what they will deliver 
on childcare and training but the first of 
our three objectives is now confirmedτin 
writing! Our White City Action team meets 
with Westfield on 5th December for news 
on the other two. Westfield had four sen-
ior executives at the Assembly but declined 
to go on stage for the announcement.  A 
Living Wage award was presented to West-
way Development Trust who are now a 
beacon in their sector on this issue. 
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LONDONõS 

GREEN   

FUTURE  

Put Saturday 17th May 

2008 in your diary now! The WLC Greener 

Planet Action Team is preparing an ambi-

tious day for CITIZENS to peer into a bright, 

green future. Becoming a sustainable city 

depends on ingenious new technologies  

research. The 17th May will be a chance to 

find out what the future looks like and to 

celebrate green innovations of tomorrow. 

Ψ[ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ CǳǘǳǊŜΩ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ 

planned for primary, secondary and uni-

versity students with prizes awarded on 

the day.  Watch out for more information 

in our next edition.  

Meanwhile, the Greener Planet Action 

team meets with Nigel Marson, Director of 

Marketing and Communications at Trans-

port for London on 17th Dec to look at 

advertising on the transport system to 

encourage recycling of free newspapers. 

CITIZENS 
 in Baltimore 
 

BUILD (Baltimoreans 
United In Leadership 
Development) will 
celebrate its 30th an-
niversary as a broad-
based community  on 
9th December . 

Daniella Fetuga-Joensuu 

has been invited to repre-

sent LONDON CITIZENS at 

this major celebration. 

Daniella will bring her 

usual warmth and passion 

to our friends in the USA.  

BUILD members are particularly impressed 

at the progress WLC is making with Hilton 

and Westfield. In 1994 Baltimore was the 

first city in the USA to win a Living Wage. 

There are great lessons to be learned and 

shared across the world. 

Our long campaign for 

vulnerable workers in 

[ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ 

now paying off with Hil-

ǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 

assembly on 25th October that agencies 

are being phased out across the entire 

London region. The news has been picked 

up in a wide range of media outlets, most 

significantly Caterer & Hotelkeeper, the 

ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ƭŀǘŜ 

October the Hilton Group was finally sold 

to Blackstone, a leading private equity 

company based in the USA. WLC members 

wrote to John Studzinski, senior managing 

director at Blackstone, asking him to con-

ŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ IƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ [ƻƴπ

don agencies would be honoured by Black-

stone. Mr Studzinski called the London 

Citizens office to offer his firm support for 

this. He asked to be kept personally in-

formed should we uncover further serious 

problems at Hilton hotels. Meanwhile 

Linda Bain, Senior Vice President, Global 

PR and Communications at Hilton faxed 

from New York to give further confirma-

tion that the deal struck by WLC on agency 

worker will be honoured. The new post-

agency regime has yet to be implanted so 

further challenges exist ahead. 

On 30th November WLC members attend a 

ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ŀǘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ 

look at improving standards across the 

hotel industry in the run up to 2012. 

Ealing Dinner Ladies  
need support 20th November  

 
 
 
 
 

 

hg 

WLC members make the case for the Lon-

Řƻƴ [ƛǾƛƴƎ ²ŀƎŜ ŀǘ 9ŀƭƛƴƎΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ CƻǊǳƳ 

on Tues, 20th Nov (6-7pm).  Do please 

come to support. At issue is the meals con-

tract for primaries in Ealing.  WLC hopes to 

convince head teachers, school governors, 

and councillors that the Living Wage is a 

timely measure to guarantee a high quality 

service delivered by motivated staff for the 

ōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  !ƭƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ 

staff earn at least the Living Wage (£7.20 

per hour) but staff employed by Harrisons 

to prepare and serve lunches get £5.57 per 

hour.  People doing the same work in 

other boroughs are far better paid. This 

Ealing injustice needs to be rectified. 

 

 

 

 

You are invited by the Independent Asylum 

Commission to a national CITIZENS event 

on Thurs, 29th Nov (7-9pm). South London 

/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƴǉǳƛǊȅ 

into Lunar House in Croydon, a national 

centre for immigration processing. The 

enquiry uncovered serious problems with 

the service and facilities there. Thanks to 

{[/Ωǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 

built with the Lunar House authorities, the 

great majority of these problems were 

resolved. Following that success a national 

CITIZENS enquiry was established, chaired 

by Sir John Waite & Ifath Nawaz, to con-

ŘǳŎǘ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ 

asylum system.  To find out more and to 

give support to this important initiative, be 

at Lambeth Town Hall, SW2 on 29th Nov. 

(www.independentasylumcommission.org.uk)  

Robin Derrett, Vice-President for Human Resources 
at Hilton in UK speaks at the WLC assembly 

HOTELS PROGRESS CONTINUES 

http://www.independentasylumcommission.org.uk
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FEBRUARY 2008 COMMUNITY  

LEADERSHIP TRAINING  

 

A chance to develop skills & build relationships  

with others in the network.  
 

This training is free to anyone who belongs to a member  

organisation of West London Citizens 
 

 
Application forms and details from josephine.mukanjira@cof.org.uk 

  
All day on Friday 8th and Saturday 9th February 2008. Venue tbc. 

 

TELCO members (East London Citizens) 
continue to win brilliant victories to se-
ŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ψ9ǘƘƛŎŀƭ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ 
DŀƳŜǎΩΦ {ƛƴŎŜ нллп ¢9[/h ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
sought agreement from Lord Coe and 
aŀȅƻǊ [ƛǾƛƴƎǎǘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ΨtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ DǳŀǊŀƴπ
ǘŜŜǎΩΥ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ǿŀƎŜǎΣ 
educational and health facilities. A bril-
ƭƛŀƴǘ ƴŜǿ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƻƴ ¢9[/hΩǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 
showing just how far they have got can be 
seen at www.telcocitizens.org.uk.  
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At the National Campaign meeting 

(3.11.2007) a next step in our campaign 

was agreed: to secure Strangers into Citi-

zens borough status from local authorities. 

Already members in Hackney have gained 

the support of Mayor Jules Pipe.  Lambeth 

is also looking positive. Our national team 

is currently working on a form of wording 

for a motion which can be adopted by 

councils.  So far, none of the West London 

councils have been approached although 

Cllr Merrick Cockell, leader of Kensington 

and Chelsea, is well aware of the cam-

paign. As chairman of London Councils, 

which represents all local authorities in 

London, he met with London Citizens and 

gave signals of positive interest in the idea 

of an earned amnesty. Conservative coun-

cils in London have been outspoken in criti-

cizing misleading population statistics pro-

duced by the government. An earned am-

nesty would give people an incentive to 

make themselves known and  be counted. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ŀǎ 

all services in our borough are planned for 

on the basis of population estimates.   
 

!ǘ ¢9[/hΩǎ ό9ŀǎǘ [ƻƴπ

Řƻƴ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩύ ŀǎǎŜƳπ

bly, Nick Clegg MP, 

potential national 

leader of the Lib 

Dems, spoke of the 

inspiration to his party 

provided by our cam-

paign. The Lib Dems 

are by far the most 

positive party on this 

issue at present. 

Stocking Fillers from London Citizens!  
 

The likely, and hoped-for, demise of plastic bags in London 
leaves many of us wondering what to use instead. Wonder no 
longer. London Citizens has ordered strong, colourful bags em-
blazoned with our CITIZENS logo. At £3 each these cotton bags 
are a bargain as well as very handsome.  
 

Place an order at bags@londoncitizens.org.uk   
or by calling 0207 043 9874. 

Nick Clegg MP:  
Active Supporter of  
Strangers into Citizens 

[hb5hbΩ{ 
ETHICAL 
OLYMPIC  
GAMES 

CITIZENS of IRAQ 
Hadi Allawi  completed training 

with London Citizens two years 

ago. He is now working in Iraq 

and has written to us as follows: 

άI believe that democracy means many things; 

it is like a pyramid, and in this pyramid are rule 

of law, institutions, civil organisations, etc. 

Only once you have all of these, basically civil 

society, can you move to the peak which is 

elections. We have gone the other way 

around. Hence only now are grass-roots or-

ganisations forming and taking shape; the 

difficulty is that this is going on amidst a secu-

rity situation which is deteriorating very rap-

idly. I'm actually getting some very good ex-

perience at developing grass roots movements 

in my work with two organisations who are 

'working to promote democracy', the NDI and 

IRI, and I am drawing upon my experience and 

training with London Citizens. 

 

If the situation improves it would be a good 

idea to implement the London Citizens model 

on a wider scale in Iraq - I've been using my 

experience with you in adding to training ses-

sions held by the NDI. In fact when I return to 

London it might be a good idea to see if we 

can get funding to bring people over from Iraq 

to train them in the UK. Of course it would 

have to be for the relatively safer provinces 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ  

http://www.telcocitizens.org.uk
mailto:julie.camacho@londoncitizens.org.uk
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UPCOMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Time and Date:  Event:  Venue:  

Mon, 19th Nov 
7-30-9pm    

WLC Strategy Meeting (for all members)  Riverside Centre, Macbeth St 
Hammersmith, W6 9JJ  

Thurs, 6th  Dec 
(6.30-8.30pm)  

LONDON CITIZENS AGM  Clement House, London School of  
Economics, Houghton St, WC2A 

Thurs, 13th Dec 
(6-8pm)  

Hotels  Action Team (6-7pm) & cross-London Living 
Wage Team Meeting (7-8pm). Then mince pies! 

Transport House, 128 Theobaldôs 
Road, Holborn, WC1X 8TN 

Mon 17th Dec 
(6-7.15pm) 

Greener Planet Action Team Housing Justice, 209 Old Marylebone 
Road,  NW1 5QT 

21st/22nd/23rd  
Jan 2008  

(7.30-9pm)  

Borough Meetings in:               Ealing & Hillingdon (21st) -                                    
Hammersmith & Fulham (22nd) -   

                            Kensington/Chelsea & Westminster (23rd) -  

West London Islamic Centre, W13 0SQ 
St Augustineôs, W6 8AU 
Maria Assumpta Centre, W8 5HN 

Fri 8th  and Sat 
9th  Feb 2008 

London Citizens Two-Day Leadership Training 
(free to anyone belonging to a member group) 

Venue to be confirmed 

19th Feb 2008 
7.30-9.15pm 

London Citizens Delegates Assembly 
to create a democratic óCitizens Agenda for Londonô 

Venue to be confirmed 

9th April 2008  
7.30-9.15pm 

Mayoral Accountability Assembly  Methodist Central Hall, Storeyôs Gate 
London SW1H 9NH 
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Our New Strategy Team - 19th Nov 2007  
 

At the strategy meeting coming up on 19th November, members 
will commission a team of individuals to be our new Strategy 
Team. To be on the team people must be fully committed to WLC 
and our vision of a strong, independent civil society in West Lon-
don working for social justice. Members of the team should have 
some experience of London Citizens action and of real engage-
ment in our campaigns. They will need to have done our five-day 
National Training, or be willing to attend it in the coming year. In 
addition, the Strategy Team as a whole needs to reflect the diver-
sity of our membership and its geographical spread.  
 
Currently the nominations are: 
 

Cecilia Finn, Cardinal Wiseman School 

Abdulkarim Khalil, Muslim Cultural Heritage Centre 

IǳƎƘ hΩ{ƘŜŀΣ ¦bL¢9 ƘƻǘŜƭ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ōǊŀƴŎƘ 

Matea Marcinko, St Francis of Assisi parish 

Rev Michael Bolley, Southall Anglican Communities 

YŜǾƛƴ [ŀƴŜΣ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ IŀƳƳŜǊǎƳƛǘƘ 

Debbie Romain, All Saints, Notting Hill 

WŜƴƴȅ tŀǊǊȅŀƎΣ {ǘ [ǳƪŜΩǎ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ .ǳǎƘ 

aƛƪŜ 5ǳƎƎŀƴΣ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΣ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ .ǳǎƘ 

Valerie Voak, Servite Parish, Fulham Road 

Daniella Fetuga-Joensuu, Chelsea Methodist Church 

[ǳƪŜ .ǊŜǘƘŜǊǘƻƴΣ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ IŀƳƳŜǊǎƳƛǘƘ 
 

 

ά/L¢¸{!C9έ [!¦b/I9{  
!ǘ ¢9[/hΩǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻƴ мпǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нллтΣ пл ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
captains stood up on stage to read their CitySafe Pledge: 

 

ά²Ŝ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎ /ƛǘȅ{ŀŦŜ ǊŜǇǎΣ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
neighbourhoods in which we live places where the  young and 
old, and those in between, feel safe and are able to communi-
ŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŜŀǊΣ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭƭȅΦέ 

 

West London Citizens is becoming involved in a number of ways. 
Students at St Charles Sixth Form are making films about the 
campaign. They have  interviewed gang members and ex-
prisoners to get an insight into the mentality of people who ter-
rify ordinary citizens. Films made by the students about WLC 
campaigns, including the Dinner Ladies campaign, will be ready 
by Christmas. The makers of the best film will receive a prize and 
have their film shown at a special viewing in the new year.  
To join the CitySafe campaign, call Julie Cordice on 07957135241 


