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BOROUGH CITIZENS MEETINGS 

JANUARY 2008 
(7.30-9pm) 

Mon 21st - Ealing borough members 
(West London Islamic Centre, Brownlow Rd, W13 0SQ) 
 

Tues 22nd - Hammersmith & Fulham 
ό{ǘ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ IŀƭƭΣ рр CǳƭƘŀƳ tŀƭŀŎŜ wŘΣ ²с у!¦ύ 
 

Wed 23rd - Westminster and RBKC 
(Maria Assumpta Centre,  23 Kensington Sq, W8 5HN) 

{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ {ƛǘŎƘŜƭΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ 
presents Pastor Fernando de Paula of London Re-
vival Church with the CITIZENS Award for Best New 
Community of the Year. This lively Brazilian church 
in West London who joined this year have already 
made a huge contributionτparticularly musically. 

Cecilia Finn (Cardinal Wiseman, Greenford) and 
Walter Semwayo (Barking & Dagenham Support 
Group) receive the CITIZENS award for Best Cam-
paign of the Year 2007 for Strangers into Citizens. 
Friday volunteers are needed. Can you help? 

The London Citizens AGM, which brings 
together members in South, West and East 
London, took place on 6th December at 
the London School of Economics. 130 peo-
ple attendedτ a strong level of participa-
tion by the standards of many charity 
AGMs. West London was well represented. 
 

The occasion saw the retirement of long-
standing and loyal trustees and the elec-
tion of three new faces. All newly elected 
trustees belong to member organisations. 
Frank McDowell, our treasurer presented 
our annual accounts which were passed 
with a vote. After this formal business had 
been concluded we moved on to the pres-
entation of the annual CITIZENS awards 
which recognise individuals and organisa-
tions who have made a particularly strong 
contribution over the year.  
 

West London Citizens won several awards:  
Best New Community of the Year went to 
the Brazilian London Revival Church;  
Power Relationship of the Year went to the 
White City Action Team for their on-going 
negotiations with Westfield corporation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cecilia Finn, chair of the Strangers into 
Citizens team, collected the award for 
Campaign of the Year with others from 
across London who are active on that bold 
campaign to secure an earned amnesty. 
 

Throughout the evening award winners 
gave powerful speeches which revealed 
their commitment to the issues we are 
working on as well as the impact on their 
lives of working with London Citizens.  
 

The three regional parts of London Citizens 
rarely meet but our AGM is a big night for 
building bridges. 2008 looks set to be a 

year where those bridges are strengthened 
further. The race for Mayor of London is a 
perfect opportunity to make common 
cause with communities in other areas of 
London. We look set for a very busy spring. 

 
 

TATE ACTION: West London-

ers turned out in force to sup-
ǇƻǊǘ {ƻǳǘƘ [ƻƴŘƻƴ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ 
Living Wage action at Tate. 
{ƛƴƎƛƴƎ hƴŎŜ ƛƴ wƻȅŀƭ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ 
City with voices which filled the 
huge space, more than 100 
people bridged the crack in the 
Turbine Hall by joining hands 
above it. The crack, work of 
Columbian artist Doris Salcedo, 
was installed to symbolise un-
just divisions in society. It pro-
vided the perfect opportunity 
to raise awareness of Tate staff 
struggling to make ends meet 
on the National Minimum 
Wage. The museum has re-
cently secured £50m in public 
funds for a new extension.  
 

SLC members met with senior 
Tate staff some days later. 
News is pending shortly on 
Tate wages. Watch this crack! 

PRIZE WINNING 

NIGHT for WLC  

On the evening of 19th CŜō {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ IŀƳπ
mersmith will welcome members from 
the whole city to a huge Delegates As-
sembly. The aim of  is to agree democ-
ratically a shortlist of strong and specific 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ aŀȅƻǊŀƭ 
candidates. Members need minimum 5 
delegates present to secure their vote. 
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Ealing Dinner Ladies  
 
 
 
 
 
 
West London Citizens packed Commit-
tee Room 3 at Ealing Town Hall on 
20th November to make the case for 
Living Wage school dinners. It was 
standing room only for late comers. 
We had five speakers in our deputa-
tion. Jenny, a Cardinal Wiseman pupil 
whose Mum works as a catering assis-
tant in the borough explained to the 
assembled head teachers, councillors 
and officers that she earns more per 
hour in her retail Saturday job than her 
mother who has put in years of good 
service in borough schools. Mark Elliot 
of Southall Anglican churches closed 
our presentation with a rousing chal-
lenge to the School Forum to take the 
opportunity before them to see justice 
done. A final decision is yet to be made 
but it was clear we had won strong 
support. Cllr Diana Pagan, a Cabinet 
Member, spoke up to express the full 
support of the Conservative group who 
control Ealing council. We are now 
seeking a meeting with Annette 
Reeves, head teacher of Fielding Pri-
mary school and chair of the School 
Meals consortium.  

²[/Ωǎ DǊŜŜƴŜǊ tƭŀƴŜǘ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŀƳ 

met with Nigel Marson, Group Mar-

keting Director at Transport for Lon-

don, to make the case for recycling 

adverts on  tubes and buses. The envi-

ǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳŜƴŀŎŜ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ 

papers is our target. A high proportion 

of free papers end up (see above) in 

bins whose contents go to landfill. If 

people took these papers home or to 

work for recycling it would make a big 

impact on the problem. Mr Marson 

agreed to have his designers develop 

an ad. We go back to see him and look 

at designs on 4th Feb 2008.  

The Servite Parish in Fulham Rd chose to 
make a Christmas crib with their CITIZENS 
tent. It was last used in July for our Tent 
City action at City Hall to raise awareness 
of housing problems in London.  
 

Lƴ CǊ WƛƳ aǳƭƘŜǊƛƴΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ άWe did this to 
bring out the reality of Jesus' birth in the 
poorest of circumstances and to connect 
it with the millions of refugees and home-
less worldwide who live in tents and 
ƳŀƪŜǎƘƛŦǘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎέΦ wŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ōŜǎǘΗ 

PARLIAMENT  
TAKES NOTE  
OF WLC VICTORY  
A Parliamentary Early Day Motion hail-
ing our Hilton victory already has 45 
MP signatures. The wording is:  
 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ IƻǳǎŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ōȅ 
Hilton Hotels to cease using employment 
agencies, thereby improving basic pay 
and conditions for workers in its hotel 
chain; congratulates London Citizens for 
its role in negotiating the pledge and 
monitoring its implementation; deplores 
the actions of the Government in block-
ing EU legislation which would grant ba-
sic employment rights to temporary and 
agency workers; and calls upon the Gov-
ernment to reconsider this approach and 
to begin consulting on and enacting do-
mestic legislation to protect vulnerable 
ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƭŀōƻǳǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦέ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members across the city have been busy 
gathering ideas and views on what our 
communities need from the Mayor of 
London in our largest ever Listening Cam-
paign. It has proved a great opportunity 
for people to get to know each other as 
well as a powerful exercise in grassroots 
democracy. We will close this listening 
stage of our 2008 Mayoral Election activi-
ties on 20th Jan. Members in Ealing (21st 
Jan), Hammersmith & Fulham (22nd Jan) 
and Westminster, Kensington & Chelsea 
(23rd Jan) will report in to each other on 
what has emerged. These borough meet-
ings are the next key stage in shaping our 
CITIZENS Agenda for London.  
 

All ideas coming out of our boroughs will 
be shaped into proposals on Sat 2nd Feb 
ŀǘ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
be a fascinating policy day when CITIZENS 
members join with experts from various 
fields to generate credible and strong pro-
posals which we will put to the full mem-
bership on 19th. Do join in at every stage! 

Fruit and Veg 
Co-op at  
{ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ 
Fulham Fields 

{ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ǇǊƛȊŜ-winning fruit and 
vegetable co-op is setting a new stan-
dard locally for healthy food at fan-
ǘŀǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
bringing local people together in the 
process.  Could other West London 
Citizens members learn from this?  
Are you interested in community 
ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΚ LŦ ǎƻΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ 
from you. Call in on 020 7043 9877. 


